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Ashley   Moulton   Work   Sample  

Preschool   TV   Concept   and   Short   Script-   “Octave   the   Octopus”  

 
Audience  

Ages   3-5  
 
What   this   is  
A   submission   to   the   Nickelodeon   Shorts   Contest-   where   Nickelodeon   picks   a  
concept   to   create   a   2-minute   animated   short   film,   with   the   potential   to  
develop   into   a   full   series.   This   concept   is   for   a   TV   series   that   teaches   music  
concepts   to   preschoolers.   It   is   a   shorter   version   of   a   preschool   TV   series   pitch  
bible,   along   with   a   script   for   a   2-minute   video   short.  
 
What   I   did  
Created   characters   and   concept   with   artist   partner   Kelly   Jones  
(www.shibazzle.com).   Wrote   text   for   pitch   pages   and   the   script   for   the   short.  

 
 
  





Octave the Octopus loves music and wants to be
in the orchestra like his friends Jaden the Jellyfish and 
Parker the Pufferfish. He learns that he’s not great at 

playing instruments, but he is good at conducting them! 
He enrolls in Jaden and Parker’s music school so he can 

learn about all things music- from flutes and fermatas 
to crescendos and cellos. It’s a blast making music with 

Octave and his friends!

Octave the Octopus has always wanted to play
an instrument, so he jumps at the chance when his

friends Jaden the Jellyfish and Parker the Pufferfish invite 
him to their music rehearsal. He tries to play harp but 
his tentacles get tied up in knots. Parker tries to teach 

Octave how to play her tuba, but he’s discouraged by his 
clumsiness. Jaden tries to show Octave how to play drums, 

but Octave gets tangled in a ball and floats...
to the conductor’s podium!

Once he realizes that the orchestra is following
his every move, Octave decides to give conducting a try. 

He learns that conducting is his true love, and decides
to enroll in music school to learn everything

he can about music!



Octave is a loveable absent minded kid
octopus who bumbles around the ocean. He’s clumsy 

and doesn’t respond well to embarrassment, but he still 
maintains an ever sunny attitude towards life under the sea.

He loves music and can’t wait to learn more about it.



Jaden the Jellyfish
is Octave’s percussion 

playing friend. He’s 
energetic and cool-

the kind of kid jellyfish 
that plays sports but still 

loves music too. 

Parker the Pufferfish
is Octave’s tuba playing 

friend. She’s a super 
friendly girly girl pufferfish. 
Everyone gets a kick out 
of seeing Parker puff and 

deflate as she plays.
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BUBBLE WIPE TO: 
  
EXT. CONCERT HALL- UNDERWATER 
  
OCTAVE THE OCTOPUS, bumbling but well intentioned, is 
swimming by the entrance to the concert hall with two 
friends, PARKER THE PUFFERFISH and JADEN THE JELLYFISH. The 
concert hall is decorated with a brightly colored sign 
displaying musical notes and instruments. Parker is 
carrying a tuba, and Jaden is holding some drumsticks.  
 
They come to the door of the concert hall.  
  

PARKER 
(To Jaden) 

Time for orchestra practice! 
  

OCTAVE 
Oh that sounds like fun! 

(wistfully) 
I wish that I knew how to play an 
instrument... 

 
JADEN 

Well why don't you come with us 
and try some instruments? Then, if 
you find one you like, you can be 
a part of the orchestra too! 

 
OCTAVE 

Really? 
 
PARKER 

Yeah! There's still a little bit 
of time before practice starts. 
C'mon! 
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INT. CONCERT HALL- UNDERWATER 
 
The three friends enter into the cavernous, Radio City 
style concert hall and immediately are bombarded by a 
cacophony of orchestral sounds. <SFX: various instruments> 
Different sections of the orchestra are floating together 
and warming up above the stage.  
  
They wander over to a sea turtle playing a harp.  
 

JADEN 
Hi! Can my friend Octave the 
Octopus try your harp? 

  
SEA TURTLE 

Sure! 
  
Octave happily swims over to the harp and takes his place 
behind the harp. With an intense look of concentration, he 
starts plucking the strings. His arms start to move faster 
and faster until they are just a blur of motion. When he 
comes to a stop, each of his tentacles are tied in knots 
around the harp strings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

OCTAVE 
(sheepishly) 

Thanks, Sea Turtle, but uh… I 
don’t think the harp is for me. 
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Octave untangles his arms and swims with Parker and Jaden 
over to the tuba section. The tuba section is comprised of 
two fish floating above the stage playing tubas. Bubbles 
come out of their tuba bells with each note they play.  
  

PARKER 
Here's my section, the tuba 
section! 

  
Parker swims over and starts playing. For each note she 
takes a breath in and inflates to full pufferfish, and then 
deflates herself when she blows the breath out. Bubbles 
come out of her bell with each note. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SFX: <tuba notes> 
  

OCTAVE 
Wow, Parker, you’re really good! 
Can I try? 

  
Octave starts to swim over to Parker but doesn’t pay 
attention to where he’s going. He swims right over top of 
the two other tuba players and whoosh! He is catapulted way 
up high by the stream of the tuba bubbles. 
  

OCTAVE 
Whoaaaaa!!!! 

  
Cut back to Parker and Jaden who are looking up, concerned. 
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Octave swims back into frame. 
  

OCTAVE 
(embarrassed) 

Well, I don’t think that the tuba 
is right for me either. 

(brightening) 
Have fun with your tuba section, 
Parker! I'll see you later.  

  
Parker smiles and then continues to play. Octave and Jaden 
swim over to the percussion section. There are snare drums, 
timpani, a big hanging base drum, suspended cymbals, and 
marimbas- all made from shells and ocean trinkets. 
 

JADEN 
Here's my section, the percussion 
section!  

  
Jaden swims over to the snare drums and suspended cymbals. 
He quickly and expertly drums away, with a drumstick in 
each of his tentacles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
SFX: <drums and cymbals> 
 

JADEN 
Here, Octave, use my drumsticks.  
 

OCTAVE 
Thanks, Jaden! 

  
Octave takes the drumsticks and starts playing with a 
drumstick in each tentacle. He swims frantically between 
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each of the percussion instruments with tentacles twisting 
and crossing. 
  
SFX: <drums banging and cymbals crashing crazily> 
  
His crazy playing propels him to start floating away in a 
ball of tangled limbs and drumsticks. 
 

OCTAVE 
(Rolling around) 

Whoaaaaa!!!! Drums aren't for me 
eiiiiiiiitheeeerrr!!! 

  
The camera tracks with Octave as he spins round and round 
and round when suddenly he comes to a stop on the 
conductor's podium.  
  
Close on Octave, with the empty auditorium behind him. He 
stands up straight and puts all of his arms forward to 
steady himself, still holding a drumstick in each 
tentacle.  
 
Seeing the conductor giving the ready signal, the entire 
orchestra becomes silent, takes their places, and holds 
their instruments in the ready position.  
  
Close on Octave as he realizes they're all looking at 
him. Octave throws his eight arms down in surprise. 
  

OCTAVE 
Ahhh! 

 
To his further astonishment, the orchestra holds out a note 
since they were given the "play" signal.  
 
<SFX: Whole orchestra holding out a note> 
 
In desperation, he throws his arms in opposite directions, 
unknowingly giving the orchestra the "stop" signal. They 
all stop playing at once.  
 
On Octave.  

  
OCTAVE 

(realizing, to himself) 
Hey... They're following what I’m 
doing! 
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He shrugs as if to say "Here goes..." and starts conducting 
slowly and tentatively at first. All of his tentacles move 
in unison. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BEGIN SONG: “Ode to Joy” 
  
Cut to a few members of the orchestra. See a crab playing a 
violin. <SFX: violin> 
  
Cut to a squid playing a trombone, bubbles coming out of 
the bell. <SFX: trombone> 
  
On Octave, conducting. He smiles nervously, still unsure of 
what he’s doing. A bead of sweat drips off of his brow. His 
arms begin to move more quickly, and we hear the music 
speed up in sync. 
  
Cut to a lobster playing the timpani drums quickly. <SFX: 
timpani> 
  
Cut to a dolphin playing an upright bass, the bow moving 
quickly over the strings. <SFX: bass> 
  
On Octave, his arms now moving comically fast. The 
orchestra begins playing at a super speedy pace. 
  
See a mermaid playing a flute, her fingers moving in a blur 
and bubbles coming out of the end of the flute. <SFX: 
flute> 
  
Cut to a school of fish singing super fast with bubbles 
coming out of their mouths. <SFX: singing> 
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On Octave. His arms are moving super fast, but he’s smiling 
triumphantly. He cuts off the orchestra, and they stop 
playing. 
 
END SONG. 
  
Cut wide behind the orchestra, Octave grinning in the front. 
The orchestra erupts, cheering wildly. 
  

ORCHESTRA 
(walla) 

Woo hoo!/ Yay!/ Alright! 
  
Jaden and Parker swim in to greet Octave. 
  
Close on the three friends.  
  

PARKER 
Wow, Octave, that was amazing! You 
should go to our music school to 
be a conductor! 

  
OCTAVE 

A conductor?!? I’d love to! 
  
Octave grins and gives his friends a hug as the orchestra 
cheers. 
  

ORCHESTRA (O.S.) 
(walla) 

Yaaayyyyy!!!! 
  

BUBBLE WIPE TO BLACK. 
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