
 
Ashley   Moulton   Work   Sample  
Preschool   TV   Concept   and   Short   Script-   “Gadget   Girls”  
 
Audience  
Ages   3-5  
 
What   this   is  
A   submission   to   the   Nickelodeon   Shorts   Contest-   where   Nickelodeon   picks   a   concept   to   create   a   2-minute  
animated   short   film,   with   the   potential   to   develop   into   a   full   series.   This   concept   is   for   a   STEM   TV   series   aimed  
primarily   at   preschool   girls.   It   is   a   shorter   version   of   a   preschool   TV   series   pitch   bible,   along   with   a  
script/storyboard   for   a   2-minute   video   short.  
 
What   I   did  
Created   characters   and   concept   with   artist   partner   Kelly   Jones   (www.shibazzle.com).   Wrote   text   for   pitch  
pages   and   script   for   the   storyboard.   

 
 
  





concept

story

Alex and Niki- the Gadget Girls- are next door neighbors and best 
friends who love science and inventing. With their superb problem 
solving skills, no quandary is a match for the girls and their inventions. 
They explore the world around them through the scientific method- 
identifying problems, constructing hypotheses, and creating and testing 
gadgets until they find solutions. Whether they’re too short to dunk a 
basketball or too forgetful to feed a pet fish, Alex and Niki can create basketball or too forgetful to feed a pet fish, Alex and Niki can create 
an invention to fix all their dilemmas. Every day is a fun science 
experiment with the Gadget Girls!

    Alex and Niki are playing hide-and-seek in the playroom when Niki
       becomes frustrated that Alex always finds her too easily. The
    Gadget Girls decide that they should invent a gadget that will help

Niki succeed. In their Tree House Lab, they fabricate a
    Hide-and-seek-erator for Niki.  It shows her the best place in the

       playroom to hide, but Alex still easily finds her because she knows
all of the good hiding places too. After re-programming theall of the good hiding places too. After re-programming the

    Hide-and-seek-erator to help Niki fit in impossibly small hiding places,
       she finally finds the perfect hiding spot! Now both girls can have

          tons of fun!



alexandra bell

nikole tesla

Alex is a super cool seven-year-old inventing prodigy. 
While she’s logical and brainy, she’s also exuberant and 
fun. Alex loves solving problems with her best friend Niki 
because she always helps her think of great ideas. She 
uses her Everything Tool and her imagination to build 
whatever fantastical inventions 
the Gadgthe Gadget Girls need! 

Niki is Alex’s four-year-old neighbor and
best friend. Niki loves Alex because she
treats her like an equal despite their age

 difference. Niki is super inquisitive and always excited to help
Alex with brainstorming and building inventions. In her satchel
she always carries their Idea Pad, a tablet computer that helps
them dthem dream up new inventions, just in case a good idea strikes.

THE CHARACTERS



the everything tool
This handy device is Alex’s greatest

invention! By clicking any combination of
 buttons, the Everything Tool can transform from a

screwdriver to a hammer, from a saw to a level, even
from a thermometer to a fan for hot sunny days! Perfectly

handy and easy to carry, the Everything Tool never leaves Alex’s
side. She nside. She never knows what she might need it for next!

This handy tablet allows Alex and Niki to 
sketch out their invention ideas before 
they create. Once an invention is made,
the Idea Pad functions as a mini computer 
to help program and troubleshoot their 
gadgets. It can also act as a GPS 
navignavigation system and can make video 
calls too. Paired with the Everything Tool, 
Alex and Niki can invent from anywhere 
at anytime! 

the idea pad

THE TOOLS
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INT. DAY- ALEX’S PLAYROOM

ALEX, a seven-year-old little 
girl inventor, is playing hide 
and seek with her four-year-old 
best friend, NIKI. 

ALEX
3, 2, 1! Come out, come out 3, 2, 1! Come out, come out 
wherever you are!

Alex opens her eyes to find 
Niki.

Wide to see Alex looking
around her amazing playroom.
There’s a play kitchen, a 
dress-up clothes armoire, an 
art area, a reading area, a 
train table, and a water play 
area. The piece de resistancearea. The piece de resistance
is a giant indoor tree house 
in the center of the room- 
complete with a slide.



2

Alex picks up a giant bean bag 
chair in the reading area, and 
she finds Niki.

NIKI
(disappointed)
Ah! You found me again, Alex!
 
ALEX
(reassuring)
Sorry, let’s play again!Sorry, let’s play again!

NIKI
(crestfallen)
Nah, that’s okay. You’ll just 
find me really fast like you 
always do.
 
Alex looks pensive for a Alex looks pensive for a 
moment, then brightens.
 
ALEX
I have an idea, Niki! Let’s 
invent something that will 
help you hide better… a 
Hide-and-seek-erator! To the Hide-and-seek-erator! To the 
Tree House Lab!



3

They smile, and climb up the 
ladder into the tree house.

INT. DAY- ALEX’S TREE HOUSE LAB
 
The girls enter Alex’s Tree 
House Lab- the magically large 
interior to the tree house in 
the playroom. It’s filled with 
all kids of gadgets and science all kids of gadgets and science 
experiments. There are test 
tubes and beakers, springs and 
sprockets, tools and computers.
 
NIKI
Let me get the Idea Pad out!
  
Niki pulls her Idea Pad tablet 
computer out of her bag, and 
holds it out for Alex to use.

Alex paces back and forth as 
she brainstorms.
 
ALEX
(thinking)
Let’s see… the problem is that
you don’t know where the good you don’t know where the good 
hiding spots are. So the 
solution to the problem would 
be… an invention that shows 
you where to hide!
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Cut to an over the shoulder 
view of Alex drawing with her 
finger on the Idea Pad. She 
quickly draws an outline sketch 
of the Hide-and-seek-erator, a 
flashlight-esque gadget. 

NIKI (O.S.)NIKI (O.S.)
Great inventing, Alex! Let’s 
build it!

They walk over to the workbench. 
Niki hands materials to Alex as 
she needs them.
 
ALEX
Motherboard, wires, battery…
  
NIKI
Check!
 
Alex quickly uses her 
Everything Tool, in plier mode, 
to connect the motherboard and 
battery with the wires. battery with the wires. 
 
ALEX
Metal container with button…
 
NIKI
Check!
  

Alex slides the motherboard 
and battery inside the 
container.
 
ALEX
Screws…

NIKINIKI
Check!

Alex uses the Everything Tool, 
in screwdriver mode, to screw 
the end pieces of the container 
in place. 

ALEX
The Hide-and-seek-erator is The Hide-and-seek-erator is 
finished!

NIKI
Let’s go test it out!
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They run to the slide opening 
and slide down.

INT. DAY- ALEX’S PLAYROOM
 
Alex and Niki come out of the 
slide.
 
Close on the girls as Alex 
points out the red button on points out the red button on 
their invention.
 
ALEX
Okay! I’ll close my eyes while 
you hide. To use the 
Hide-and-seek-erator, point it 
in front of you and press the in front of you and press the 
big red button. It’ll show you 
where to hide!
 

Alex puts her hands over her 
eyes.
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Angle to see Niki’s point of 
view. She aims the 
Hide-and-seek-erator in front 
of her and presses the button. 
A holographic overlay shoots 
out, filling up her view of the 
room. On the hologram the room. On the hologram the 
outline of the ideal hiding 
space highlights. The hologram 
tells Niki to hide in an 
armoire filled with dress up 
clothes. 

Niki climbs into the armoire.

ALEX (O.S.)
(in the background as Niki 
hides)
5, 4, 3, 2, 1…
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On Alex.
 
ALEX
Come out, come out wherever 
you are!

Alex looks under the arts and 
crafts table, but doesn’t find 
Niki.  

ALEX
I bet she's in the dress-up 
closet...
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She opens up the dress-up 
armoire and finds Niki dressed 
in a silly outfit- tiara, 
feather boa, giant sunglasses, 
and a tutu. She’s holding the 
Hide-and-seek-erator.
  
ALEX/NIKI
<giggles>
 
ALEX
(laughing)
Nice outfit, Niki!
  
NIKI
(laughing)
But you found me quickly again. 
Let’s go back to the lab to try 
something else!

Again they climb back up into 
the Tree House Lab, this time 
with the Hide-and-seek-erator. 
Niki takes off her dress-up 
accessories as she runs.  

INT. DAY- ALEX’S TREE HOUSE LAB
 
ALEX
Let’s see… The 
Hide-and-seek-erator helped 
you find a good hiding place. 
But, it didn’t work because… But, it didn’t work because… 
because it’s my house and I 
know where the good spots are 
too.
 
NIKI
Could we invent something that 
would help me hide in brand new would help me hide in brand new 
hiding places that you don’t 
know about?
 
ALEX
Genius! Let me make some 
adjustments.
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They take the 
Hide-and-seek-erator over to 
the work bench. Alex plugs it 
into the Idea Pad, then types 
up a storm as she re-programs 
the gadget.
  

ALEX
There, I re-programmed the 
Hide-and-seek-erator. 
Let’s go test it! 

They slide down out of the 
Tree House Lab back into the 
playroom.
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INT. DAY- ALEX’S PLAYROOM
 
NIKI
How does it work now?
 
ALEX
It’s going to help you fit into It’s going to help you fit into 
any place you want! First, tell 
the Hide-and-seek-erator where 
you want to hide, then press 
the red button and aim it at 
yourself.
 

NIKINIKI
Wow, cool! Okay, cover your 
eyes.

Niki looks around her to size 
up potential hiding spots. Her 
eyes rest on a set of cube 
shelves filled with toys, 
books, and stuffed animals.
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NIKI
(whispers to the gadget)
I want to hide in the shelves!

She aims the 
Hide-and-seek-erator at 
herself, presses the red 
button, and disappears.

On Alex covering her eyes.

ALEX 
5, 4, 3, 2, 1…
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She opens her eyes.
 
ALEX
Come out, come out wherever 
you are!

There’s a quick montage of 
Alex running around while 
searching for Niki.

She looks underneath the bean 
bag chair.
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She looks in the slide... The Tree House Lab... And the dress-up armoire.
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She gives up, and stands 
exhausted in front of the 
shelves.
 
ALEX
(laughing)
Where are you Niki? You win, I Where are you Niki? You win, I 
give up!
 
NIKI (O.S.)
<muffled giggling> I’m right 
behind you!

All of the sudden, several 
stuffed animals in one of the 
cubes wiggle forward and fall 
to the ground. Niki is revealed 
folded up into a perfect cube 
in one of the shelving areas.  
(Niki smiles throughout the (Niki smiles throughout the 
scene to indicate that she 
isn’t feeling any pain or 
discomfort.)

ALEX/NIKI
<uproarious laughter>
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ALEX
Wow, I never would have thought
to look there! Let me help you 
out!
 
Alex grabs Niki’s hand.

Alex pulls Niki out of the 
shelf. For a split second she’s 
still folded up like a cube, 
then she magically pops back 
into her usual form and lands 
standing.

ALEX/NIKI
<laughter>
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NIKI
That was so fun, Alex! I love 
it when we invent things 
together! Let’s go show the 
Hide-and-seek-erator to all our 
friends.

The girls run out of the door. FADE TO BLACK.
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